Venous surgery in resection for abdominal malignancy.
Vascular surgical techniques were applied to the radical resection of carcinoma of the liver, biliary tract and pancreas. Distal and proximal portal vein reconstruction, respectively, was carried out in 16 patients with carcinoma of the pancreas and 16 with cancer of the liver and biliary tract. Hepatic vein trunks with tumour involvement were resected and reconstructed by various techniques in six patients. A suprarenal segment of the inferior vena cava was completely replaced by a prosthetic graft in three patients with retroperitoneal malignancy. Venous surgery increased the resectability of malignant tumours and preserved circulation in the organ remnant, although the long-term effect on survival is not yet clear. Vascular surgical techniques should be applied more widely in the field of general abdominal surgery.